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Analytical and Research Paper Grade Guide
NOTE: All essays (drafts and final copies) must be both submitted in class in hard copy, and uploaded to Safe Assignment via the links on Blackboard.  It is Northwestern University policy that all student work may be analyzed electronically for violations of the University's academic integrity policy and may also be included in a database for the purpose of testing for plagiarized content.  Cases of suspected academic integrity violations will be referred to Mark Sheldon, Assistant Dean for Academic Integrity and Academic Advising.

Essays should be typed, double-spaced, in a standard font (e.g. Ariel or Times New Roman, 10-12 point) with standard margins, and printed on one side of the page only.  Papers should be stapled, pages should be numbered, and the student’s name should appear on at least the first page of the essay.

Below you will find a breakdown of the elements on which your paper has been graded.
1) Articulation of a compelling argument that draws definite conclusions about a specific problem or question.  Credit will be given for the originality and significance of the topic and the analysis.  Elements of a compelling argument include the following:
· A clear and arguable statement of thesis
· Relevant evidence drawn from appropriate and credible sources 
· Original analysis of the evidence such that it supports the thesis

· Explanation of the argument’s significance—what’s at stake?

2) Logical and persuasive organization such that the reader can easily follow the development of the argument.  Appropriate organization includes the following elements:

· An introduction that establishes the importance of your topic and the purpose of your paper
· Body paragraphs that each focus on a single idea, begin with topic sentences that refer back to the central thesis, and prepare the reader to absorb the information that follows
· A conclusion that reminds the reader of what is at stake in the argument and suggests an appropriate response
· Overall structure that emphasizes the most important evidence or analysis and does not belabor matters of little significance

3) Awareness of audience as demonstrated through the following:
· Appropriate tone and use of precise vocabulary
· Clear definitions of key or unfamiliar terms, convincing explanations of complex data or methods of analysis, appropriate efforts to justify analytical methods
· Acknowledgement of and response to potential objections to your argument
4) Sophisticated style and professional presentation, with attention to the following:
· Proofreading and proper grammar, syntax and punctuation

· Concision and transitions between topics and variation in sentence structure and length 

· Appropriate and complete acknowledgement of sources and quotations

· Correct and consistent citation format (APA or MLA )

· Adherence to standard font and formatting guidelines

5) Evidence of effective revisions in both content and form
An “A” paper demonstrates mastery of all five elements.

An “A-” through a “B” paper shows awareness of the five elements, but not perfect mastery.  In such papers, 1-2 paragraphs may put forth evidence or analysis that needs greater development; include irrelevant information; lack clear focus; show occasional inconsistency in tone or organizational logic; neglect to answer reader objections fully; or fail to make a fully convincing case for the merits or significance of the argument.  
A “B-” through a “C-” paper shows many of the same errors listed for the “A-” through a “B” paper, but to such an extent that the reader has difficulty following the flow of the argument.  Such papers often result from the writer’s failure to revise the paper so that the thesis put forth in the introduction actually matches the evidence and analysis presented in the body paragraphs.
A “D” paper largely ignores the five elements.  It may ignore key points of style and presentation; present some evidence but expect readers to do their own analysis; lack logical organization, base its conclusions on flawed/inadequate evidence; be either unconvincing or draw conclusions that are so general and obvious as to be virtually uncontestable; and/or show a lack of audience awareness.  Such papers often tend present the reader with a selective summary of a given text instead of an argument.
An “F” paper fails to meet any objectives of the assignment.  These may include length or research requirements or calls for substantial revision of the original draft.
