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WORKSHEET for Close Reading Theory: Asian Diaspora Freshman Seminar

Your NAMES:

Essay author and title:

(Please use page numbers):

1. State the thesis of the essay two ways: A. directly from author. B. in your own words

2. List and define key terms:

3. In outline form, reconstruct the argument on the back of this page.

4. Assess the success of the argument—mention where it succeeds and fails to achieve its aim.

5. Choose one important sentence (not the thesis sentence), write it below and close read it.

6. How is this essay engaging with issues concerning gender, sexuality, ethnicity, race, the Other, Orientalism or other key issues to the course? (Choose at least 2 issues and describe in detail)

7. How does your close reading reveal something about the author’s strategies for his/her theoretical argument?

