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Comment: The assignment is to “write a 3-5 page essay defining a term or concept that you know a lot about and are interested in.”  

Definition Essay Worksheet

To prepare for writing the first draft of your definition essay, jot down your ideas on the following questions.  Use the reverse side if necessary.  (In parenthesis, I’ve indicated examples from the coursepack essays.)  Include this worksheet with your first draft on Wednesday.

1. What are the characteristics of my target audience?
· Who are they (e.g., if you’re writing on a music topic, is your audience college students, older adults, non-musicians, musicians, etc.)?
· How much and what do they already know about my topic?

· What assumptions/preconceptions do they have about the meaning of my term/concept?

2. What is my purpose?
· What information will I present that my intended readers don’t already know?

· What main point  will I make that readers don’t already understand or believe?

3. How will I organize the body of my essay?  Possibilities include (a) question/answer (Rauch), (b) categorization (Naylor and Tannen), and (c) comparison (Lightman).  Jot down a tentative outline:

4. What specific details might I use to illustrate the meaning of my term/concept?  Jot down possible details for any or all of the following categories:

· Extended stories (Lightman)

· Brief anecdotes (Naylor 8)

· Snapshots (Tannen 13)

· Lists (Naylor 8)

· Personal quotes (Naylor 8)

· Quotes and facts gained through research (Lightman 16)

· Formal and/or informal definitions (Tannen 13)

· Contrasts (Naylor, Rauch, Lightman)

· Analogies (Lightman 17)

5. How might I begin the essay?  Possibilities include: (a) general discussion to frame the topic’s significance (Naylor), (b) questions about the topic that you want readers to consider (Rauch), and (c) anecdote illustrating your main point about the topic (Lightman and Tannen).  Jot down what you want to say in the intro:

6. What voice do I want the essay to have?  Jot down the characteristics of that voice:
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