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What a Literature Review is not…
1. An Annotated Bibliography
WHAT IS AN ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY?  An annotated bibliography is a list of citations to books, articles, and documents. Each citation is followed by a brief (usually about 150 words) descriptive and evaluative paragraph, the annotation. The purpose of the annotation is to inform the reader of the relevance, accuracy, and quality of the sources cited.
2. Literary Review
What is A LITERARY REVIEW? A literary review is a brief critical discussion about the merits and weaknesses of a literary work such as a play, novel or a book of poems
3. A Book Review
What is a Book Review? A brief critical discussion about the merits and weaknesses of a particular book. Book reviews of creative works are sometimes called literary reviews. Scholarly books are also reviewed by other scholars. Scholarly book reviews are often published in scholarly journals.
How can a librarian help with your Literature Review?
A librarian can help guide you through this process because we are skilled in research. A librarian can:
1. Help you formulate your research question.
2. Help you to develop your search strategies.
3. Help you identify databases where you can find your topic 


quickly without wasting a lot of time.

4. Help you search the web effectively showing you how to 


analyze websites for authentic content and reliability.
5. Help you figure out citation formats. 
Questions to ask yourself about materials you are including
 1. Has the author formulated a problem/issue?

2. Is it clearly defined? Is its significance (scope, severity, relevance) clearly established? 

3. Could the problem have been approached more effectively from another perspective? 

4. What is the author's research orientation (e.g., interpretive, critical science, combination)? 

5. What is the author's theoretical framework (e.g., psychological, developmental, feminist)? 

6. What is the relationship between the theoretical and research perspectives? 

7. Has the author evaluated the literature relevant to the problem/issue? Does the author include literature taking positions she or he does not agree with? 

8. In a research study, how good are the basic components of the study design (e.g., population, intervention, outcome)? How accurate and valid are the measurements? Is the analysis of the data accurate and relevant to the research question? Are the conclusions validly based upon the data and analysis? 

9. In material written for a popular readership, does the author use appeals to emotion, one-sided examples, or rhetorically-charged language and tone? Is there an objective basis to the reasoning, or is the author merely "proving" what he or she already believes? 

10. How does the author structure the argument? Can you "deconstruct" the flow of the argument to see whether or where it breaks down logically (e.g., in establishing cause-effect relationships)? 

11. In what ways does this book or article contribute to our understanding of the problem under study, and in what ways is it useful for practice? What are the strengths and limitations? 

12. How does this book or article relate to the specific thesis or question I am developing?

Checklist to get started
Have you created a Research Sentence? This is a Preliminary search strategy. 

Have you documented where you found your information? 

Have you talked with your Professor? They can point out important people in the field. Check back with your Professor during the process.

Have you created a position on your topic?

Have you found multiple viewpoints on your topic?

Can you list the major schools of thought on your topic?

The Stages of a Literature review?
Similar to primary research, development of the literature review requires four stages:
* Problem formulation—which topic or field is being examined and what are its component issues?
* Literature search—finding materials relevant to the subject being explored.
*Data evaluation—determining which literature makes a significant contribution to the understanding of the topic.
Analysis and interpretation—discussing the findings and conclusions of pertinent literature.
