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This course examines the history of the AIDS epidemic in the United States from the first report-ed cases of rare diseases in gay men in 1981 through the promising medical advances of the late 1990s.  We will read and discuss a wide range of materials, from medical diagnoses to political polemic to psychotherapeutic evaluation in which people analyzed, raged about, lamented, or simply took note of HIV and AIDS and their causes and implications.  Our goal is to understand better the social, cultural, and biological forces that have shaped both the epidemic per se and people’s responses to it and that have distinguished the epidemic in the United States from the much larger global crisis of which it is a part.

Requirements and Evaluation: 

1. Active and informed participation in discussion (20%).  Failure to attend will lower your grade significantly.  Please prepare for each discussion by answering the following questions, as relevant: 

· What kind of document(s) did you read?  

· Who produced those documents and what assumptions did they bring to the task?  

· What conclusion(s) did they want their readers to take away and what kind of evidence or “proof” did they offer for their argument?  

· Who was the intended audience?  

· And, finally, how does this document or documents relate to other documents you have examined and/or change your understanding of the epidemic?

2. Short (2-3 pp.) weekly papers analyzing assigned readings (40%).  Papers should identify major themes in the week’s reading; suggest ways the assigned texts change our understand-ing of the epidemic; and/or pose questions that we might usefully take up in discussion.  They should not simply summarize what you’ve read.  Please upload papers to the digital dropbox on the course blackboard site.  Late papers will be penalized.

Assigned readings:  Copies of Borrowed Time, Putting Risk in Perspective and Infections and Inequalities are available for purchase both at various on-line vendors and at The Comix Revolution (606 Davis) in Evanston.  Although officially out of print, The Invisible Epidemic, by Gena Corea, is also available at various online vendors specializing in used books (e.g., bookfinder.com, bibliofind.com, or even Amazon).  Last I checked, you could find one for about eight dollars, including shipping.  I will also place a copy on reserve.  Additional materials are available in the Course Documents or External Links sections of our blackboard website.  

SCHEDULE

9/26
AIDS 101.2002
10/1
The “Gay Plague.”  Discuss:  1.  CDC, “Pneumocystis pneumonia, Los Angeles,” 

Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Reports (June 5, 1981) [Course Documents: Beginnings]

10/3
Panic and Claustrophobia.  Discuss: Steven Epstein, Impure Science: AIDS, Activism, 

and the Politics of Knowledge, ch. 1 “The Nature of a New Threat” (Course Documents: Beginnings)

Paper due (2-3 pp.): How did “Kaposi’s sarcoma and unexplained opportunistic infections” become “AIDS?”

10/8
Library Orientation.  Meet in the Main Library Reference classroom.

10/10
Life on the Moon.  Discuss: Monette, Borrowed Time. 

Paper due (2-3 pp.):  It is 1988 and the New York Times Book Review has asked you to review Monette’s Borrowed Time.  Given that this is the first major book on AIDS to be reviewed in the paper, what do you say?  What should readers expect?  How, if at all, will the book change their perceptions of the epidemic—and/or of themselves?  Your editor wants 750 words—and she wanted them yesterday.
[

10/15-
You May Be at Risk.  This is a two-part, team assignment.  Teams will conduct research 

10/17
along the lines described below and report their findings in class, after which each team 

member will submit an individual analysis based on her/his group’s findings and what s/he learned from the findings presented by other groups.  Papers for this assignment are due no later than noon, Oct. 21 in the History department office.
10/15
Putting a Face on AIDS, I:  research the way various media outlets covered the 1985 

illness and death of Hollywood actor Rock Hudson.  The best approach would be to contrast coverage in various “mainstream” newspapers and periodicals (e.g., Time, Newsweek, New York Times, People, McNeil/Lehrer NewsHour) with the coverage in publications geared more to specific ethnic/interest groups (e.g., “gay” publications such as The Advocate, Windy City Times, or New York Native; “black” publications such as Ebony or Jet;  “women’s magazines” such as Ms., Ladies Home Journal, or Cosmopolitan; and so on).  Remember: silence is as significant as actual coverage.  Tip: some of the most interesting responses were in publications not held by the NU Library.

10/17
Putting a Face on AIDS, II: using the same sources as in part one, research media 

attention to Ryan White (Group I; begin 1985), Kimberly Bergalis (Group II, begin 1990), Magic Johnson (Group III, begin 1991), or Pedro Zamora (Group IV, begin 1990).

Paper guidelines (due noon, 10/21, Harris 202):  Compare coverage of Hudson’s diagnosis and death with that of White, Bergalis, Johnson, and Zamora. What patterns do you see in the way various media sources covered these stories?  In what ways did the representation of HIV/AIDS in these sources change over time or stay the same?  What conclusions do you draw from your answers?  (Be sure to cite specific examples that illustrate your conclusions.  Although papers should draw most heavily on the research done by your own group, the best will venture comparisons and conclusions regarding the entire period discussed this week.)  

10/22
7 P.M. FILM FESTIVAL.  See clips from various films about AIDS.  Eat pizza.  Talk.
10/24
The CAT Scan is Still Broken: AIDS in the South Bronx.  Discuss:  George 

Whitmore, “Lincoln Hospital, The South Bronx, 1987,” from his Someone Was Here: Profiles in the AIDS Epidemic (Course Documents: Invisible Epidemics)

Paper due (2pp.): How and why was the experience of people with HIV at Lincoln Hospital different from that on the eighth floor of UCLA Medical?

10/29
Transparent Vessels.  Discuss: Gena Corea, Invisible Epidemic, pp. 1-18, 40-51, 61-64, 

76-87, 106-113, 123-128, 140-144, 150-155, 194-197, 204-214, 220-230, 243-244, 248-294.

10/31
The Double Bind.  Discuss Paul Farmer, Infections and Inequalities: The Modern 

Plagues, ch. 3, “Invisible Women: Class, Gender, and HIV”

Paper due (2-3 pp.):  Did women experience the same epidemic as men?  
11/5
Just Say No.  Discuss:  The Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence, Play Fair! (1982); Michael 

Callen and Richard Berkowitz, How to Have Sex In an Epidemic (1983); 133 Congressional Record 160 (Oct. 14, 1987) S14200ff (all four docs are in Course Documents, Prevention); Walt Odets, In the Shadow of the Epidemic, ch. 8, “Being Sexual;” and C. Everett Koop, Surgeon General’s Report on Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (1986) (to be distributed)
11/7
Close to the Knives.  Discuss:  White, Putting Risk in Perspective: Black Teenage Lives 

in the Era of AIDS.

Paper due (2-3pp.):  How, and when, has the message of safer sex worked to change people’s behavior?  How, and when, has it failed?  How do your answers help us to understand the ongoing epidemic?

11/12
Discuss:  The Lost Children of Rockdale County (available for viewing in the Library’s 

Mitchell Multimedia Center)

11/14
It Can’t Happen Here.  Discuss: Michael Fumento, various articles (Course Documents, 

“Heterosexual AIDS”); Meghan Daum, “Safe Sex Lies,” New York Times Magazine (Jan. 21, 1996) 32-33; Michael Bailey, “Sexually Transmitted Disease” (Course Documents, “Heterosexual AIDS”)

Paper due (2-3 pp.): Imagine a panel discussion in which Paul Farmer, Walt Odets and Renee White debate the significance of The Lost Children of Rockdale County with Michael Fumento, Meghan Daum, and Michael Bailey.  What are the main issues on which the two sides disagree?  What conclusions do you, as an audience member, draw from their discussion?
11/19
The Big Picture, I.  Discuss: Paul Farmer, Infections and Inequalities, chs. 2, 4-6, 10

11/21
The Big Picture, II.  Discuss:  UNAIDS, Report on the Global HIV/AIDS Epidemic, 

June 2002 (http://www.unaids.org/barcelona/presskit/report.html) 

11/26
Conclusions 

Paper due (2-3 pp.): You have the wealth of Bill Gates and the power of George W. Bush.  What do you do to solve the global AIDS crisis?

