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(word limit, rough guidelines:   no less than 1100, no more than 1500)

The causes of World War I have been the subject of endless debate ever since 1914.  There are two classes of explanations, general historical forces that made the war inevitable, and actions by particular individuals.  In this context cover each of the three questions (listed below) in your paper.  Within those general guidelines, you can choose how much space to devote to each question.  You should feel free to cover these topics in a different order and with examples that are your own.

1.
What were the general factors that some authors believe made the war inevitable?  

2.
Provide at least two examples of actions by individuals that increased the odds that their particular country would go to war.  What alternative actions could have been taken to avoid war?  [hints:  actions of particular members of the British cabinet form the core of Ferguson's hypothesis, but try to find more examples for other countries].

3.
Weighing the general factors and role of individuals, which do you think were more important.  Can you see any way that World War I could have been avoided?

While it is possible for you to do the entire first paper from the course packet, without a trip to the library, you should consider going to the reserve room and browsing a few of the many books made available there for you.  You might find good anecdotal examples or arguments in such books as Barbara Tuchman(s classic (Guns of August( or in Ferguson(s (Pity of War( (in other chapters besides the single chapter in your packet) or Keegan(s (The First World War.(   An excellent recent book about the first two months of the war is Holger Herwig, Marne 1914.   A full listing of books available in the reserve room is contained in the course syllabus. 
