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Comment: This handout provides criteria for students to use when they are evaluating their research sources for credibility.

Evaluating the Credibility of Research Sources
To evaluate the credibility of your research sources, consider the following:

· Credentials. What are the credentials of the person or organization that has authored the research source?  Do these credentials establish the author as a credible authority on the subject?  (NOTE: Because the authors of articles on Wikipedia are not recognized experts, you should avoid using Wikipedia as a source for important information in a college paper.  Even its founder, Jimmy Wales, has said that he tells students, “For God’s sake, you’re in college; don’t cite the encyclopedia.”)1   Sometimes you need to do a Google search to determine the source’s credibility.  For instance, a student was going to cite information from an article on why students attend college until further searching told him that the author’s credentials were a “High School Diploma from Pioneer Valley Performing Arts Charter High School.”
· Publication date. When was the source published?  Is the information likely to be outdated?  For websites, when was it last updated and does that make a difference in the credibility of the information?

· Periodical. If the source is an article, does it appear in a credible periodical (e.g., a refereed journal—one in which all articles are judged by experts before being accepted for publication—or a nationally recognized magazine or newspaper)?

· Source documentation. Is the information documented with references to credible sources?

· Support. Are ideas supported with detailed, credible facts, examples, authoritative quotes, etc.?

· Bias. Does the source reveal an obvious bias that would make its objectivity and reliability suspect?  NOTE: If you are researching varied opinions and biases on a topic, then such sources would be appropriate.

Often, it’s possible to evaluate the credibility of web sources based on the title, date, and URL.  Which of the following sources appear credible and which appear questionable:

1. Stem Cell Basics

Last modified on Friday, August 12, 2008

http://stemcells.nih.gov/index.asp
2. Lies About Fetal Stem Cell Research

June 22, 2001

http://www.freerepublic.com/forum

3. What Is Inside of a Cell

http://www.geocities.com/jacket_fan2000/Cell_Biology.html
4. Stem Cell Research: Background

Copyright 2008 Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation

http://www.jdrf.org/index.cfm

1”The Wired Campus,” The Chronicle of Higher Education, June 23, 2006, p. A39.
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