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GUIDANCE FOR ASSIGNMENT TWO

HOW TO RESEARCH A CASTLE
First, choose a castle.  Choose one that happens to interest you.  If you choose a very large/famous castle (Tower of London, Dover, Krak des Chevaliers), be ready to wade through a lot of info, and to have to pick and choose what you look at.  If you choose a small castle/tower house, where you don’t have much information to assemble, you are free to look at a second or third example as well.

Start by looking at its context:

Google Earth

For British castles, maps at http://www.getamap.ordnancesurveyleisure.co.uk/
(play around with this – aerial views, different scales)

For English castles, http://list.english-heritage.org.uk/
Then go to the National Monuments Record and Pastscape:

http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/professional/archives-and-collections/nmr/ and www.pastcape.org.uk
Welsh material can be found at:  http://www.coflein.gov.uk/.  Irish site at http://www.archaeology.ie/.
Other countries are often not as advanced in putting archive material on the Web – I will give credit for your initiative and ingenuity in tracking material down.

Then, find a guidebook.  I have a collection of guidebooks in my lab, organised alphabetically.  Some are of doubtful quality, but the majority are useful and authoritative sources, especially the English Heritage/Cadw/Historic Scotland/old DoE guidebooks.  

http://www.castlestudiesgroup.org.uk/  The CSG Journal is in the lab, or you can download selected articles at http://www.castlestudiesgroup.org.uk/page14.html.   See also http://www.fsgfort.com/ 

http://homepage.mac.com/philipdavis/home.html (‘Gatehouse’) is a comprehensive bibliography and guide to Internet resources.  The comments are rather idiosyncratic so treat them with caution.

Websites can vary from the very good http://www.chateau.caen.fr/ to the OK http://lesandelys.com/chateau-gaillard/gaillard.htm to the very dodgy.  We will discuss in class how to discriminate.

Some standard reference books:

Emery, A. 1996-2008.  Greater Medieval Houses of England and Wales 1350-1500 volumes 1-III.  Cambridge University Press.

King, D.J. Cathcart, 1983. Castelliarum Anglicanum:  an Index and Bibliography of the Castles in England, Wales and the Islands.  Millwood, Kraus.

Salch, Ch.-L. 1979.  Dictionnaire des Chateaux et les fortifications du Moyen Age en France.  Strasbourg.

Also, try looking through the indeces of relevant journals (for example Medieval Archaeology).

Try to find something published very recently on your castle.  If it is any good, it will append references to previously published work – you can then work back through these references.

Then and only then Google, and treat what you find with considerable caution.  Better to use Google Scholar and work through further refs.  Wikipedia should preferably not be used; if you must, it should be the start of your researches which you then confirm/modify with reference to authoritative sources.

I will give credit for selecting castles that are difficult to research.  You should include a narrative of what sources you found and how you found them in your work.

What to look for – different castles will have different features, but here are some themes to think about.  NB.  These are suggestions, not a formal check-list by which to structure your assignment.
1.  Location, landscape.  Why is the castle sited where it is?  Routeways, water access?  What is its relationship with features around it (churches, towns, villages, water?)  What is its present location (part of parkland, middle of city?)  How does this relate to its medieval role (a hunting lodge?  Royal castle?)  Viewsheds, 

2.  External defences and appearance.  Choice of site – top of hill, proximity to water?  What are the main access routes and how are these defended?  Why are towers, curtain walls placed as they are?  Donjons, gatehouses, other strongpoints?

3. Internal layout.  How did medieval people move around the spaces of the castle?  What were restrictions according to status,

4. Change through time.  When was the castle founded, and what were its antecedents?  What was its afterlife – how and why did it decay?

5. Context of the castle.  How does what you have found out relate to the wider themes/problems/issues in castles studies generally you have picked up from your wider reading?  (This issue is difficult to research and write, but is the area students most frequently fall down on).
When you ‘write up’ the assignment, your aim should be to write a scholarly introduction to your castle, written for an academic audience.  You should set the castle in its context, describe its main features, analyses its different phases of construction.  The wider importance of the castle should be discussed.

Your assignment should be properly referenced.  Secondary sources should be put in Harvard format, and you should also append a list of primary sources.  

It should, ideally, include:  A location map, a plan/sections, and illustrations where helpful/relevant.  All maps and plans should have a scale and a north point.  All maps, plans and illustrations should be cross-referenced into the text, and a full list should be appended.

We will discuss what ‘secondary’ and ‘primary’ mean, and how to format and cross-reference illustrations  in class.

