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Comments:  These are writing assignments for my freshman seminar, along with the reader response sheets we use to structure workshop responses.

INSIDERS AND OUTSIDERS

Insider Essay
Here is the Assignment for your first essay, an Insider Essay.

Purpose and Audience:

The purpose of this essay is to illuminate and explain a culture (or subculture) to which you belong, from an Insider's point of view to Outsiders (those who do not belong to this culture), specifically, your classmates and a general audience of college level readers and thinkers.

Format:

This essay should be:

--4-5 pages in length

--double-spaced

--have a title that refers to the paper’s thesis

--use 1" margins

--use a 12 point type size

--use a serif typeface (such as Times New Roman)

Draft due date:

Bring three hard copies to class on Tuesday, October 9, for a Writers' Workshop.  Also send me a copy in an attachment to an email, as a Word file.

Final Essay Due date:

Submit a hard copy of your essay for a grade at the beginning of class on Tuesday, October 16th.
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Assignment # 2:  Outsider Essay

Imagine that you enter a parlor. You come late. When you arrive, others have long preceded you, and they are engaged in a heated discussion, a discussion too heated for them to pause and tell you exactly what it is about. In fact, the discussion had already begun long before any of them got there, so that no one present is qualified to retrace for you all the steps that had gone before. You listen for a while, until you decide that you have caught the tenor of the argument; then you put in your oar. Someone answers; you answer him; another comes to your defense; another aligns himself against you, to either the embarrassment or gratification of your opponent, depending upon the quality of your ally's assistance. However, the discussion is interminable. The hour grows late, you must depart. And you do depart, with the discussion still vigorously in progress.

                                                                                 Kenneth Burke,

                                                                                        American literary theorist

The purpose of this assignment is to give you an opportunity to learn how to write a well-designed, well-developed analytical essay that illuminates a significant issue or event for a culture to which you don’t belong.

Topic:  Select any cultural group to which you do not belong.  You should try to focus your essay around an issue of importance or a significant event to that cultural group, and what it means from multiple perspectives—insiders, outsiders and those on the border.  This can be a cultural group or event in Chicago, or somewhere else.   

Purpose:

Your purpose is not to persuade your readers that a particular interpretation of the facts, the issue, or the event is the correct one; your purpose is to present all the valid and significant views that are part of the discussion that goes on by knowledgeable people about this issue or event, and put these views into a dialogue with each other.  In other words, this is more a report than a persuasion or argument.  You must present yourself as an impartial and thoughtful person who has carefully learned about and evaluated the information.   

NOTE:  This is a challenging assignment because it asks you to put aside your own opinions and be impartial and balanced in your presentation of the information you give to the reader.  Because most of us have opinions about almost everything, this is demanding.  But we have to go through this stage before we are open to learn and to base our positions on sound reasoning and solid information, not hearsay or folk wisdom or our own experience alone.

To do this, you must learn more than you know already.  While you may (and probably should) use some of the sources from our readings, you are also expected to find other sources for your information.  For this essay, you are to use 3-5 sources. Only one of your sources may be from the Internet.  Articles from published sources like newspapers and journals that you merely access through the Internet are not considered Internet sources.  Ask me to be sure, if you have a question.  However, depending on the issue or event you choose, this may vary.  We can talk about this.  

Synthesis:  outside sources are well-chosen and smartly incorporated

Your outside sources should be chosen and included for obvious and logical reasons.  They should also be integrated into your own prose not as mere support for your own statements but to illuminate the reader’s understanding of your topic in a way that you could not.

Submission Guidelines:  This paper should be 5-6 pages, double-spaced.



Use:

· A 12 point, Times New Roman font

· 1 inch margins

· a cover page which is not included in the page count

· a documentation system appropriate for the discipline of your discussion (e.g. APA for social science or MLA for a humanities approach to your topic)

· Works Cited or References page, also not included in the page count

· An academic, not journalistic or personal, voice

Reader response sheet: paper #2  -- Outsider Essay 

English 105-6 (Herrick)

Reader's name:

Date:

Writer's name

1. What is the issue or event the writer is focusing on?

2. What is at stake in the interpretation of this issue or event?

3. What are the key positions or interpretations?

Are there any specific individuals or groups associated with these positions or interpretations?  If so, line up the position/interpretation with the person/group.

4. Are there any places where the author appears to be losing her objectivity?  If so, where?

5. Where do you need some examples or illustrations to help you understand better?  (be specific)

6. Point out one thing you think is working well in the essay so far.

7. Where does the writer seem as if she might be losing her objectivity and impartiality. What leads you to suspect that?

8.   Give one suggestion for improvement.

“Insiders and Outsiders”:  

Reading and Writing Cultural Stories 

Freshman Seminar 105-6
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Assignment # 3:  Research Essay

The purpose of this assignment is to take you further into the realm of college level research and to give you an opportunity to learn how to write a well-designed, well-argued analytical essay based on that research.

Topic:  Two Options

Option # 1 --You may select any cultural group.  Select a significant issue or event, the meaning of which can be or is being debated.   You may choose to continue in the research area of your second assignment, or you may begin a new inquiry.  Either way, focus your research around answering a researchable question.

Option # 2 – You may select a book from the Reading List of Current Chicago Literature (posted on BB) and analyze its meaning and significant from a cultural perspective.  How does it interact with many of the cultural themes and ideas we have been discussing in class?  What issues of significance to that culture does it address and how does it address those issues?  How is narrative used to make a cultural argument?

Whatever option you choose, begin with that question, and then formulate an answer you think you will discover at the completion of your research.  This is your working thesis.  As your research proceeds, periodically write about that thesis and see how it is changing based on what you are learning.  Keeping track of this thought process in a notebook will provide you with the beginning of your first draft.  It will also help you not to parrot the authorities or to assert an uninformed opinion.

Research Process:  I suggest you begin by buying a spiral notebook.  In that notebook, use the first few pages to write out the references for possible sources you can use for your paper.  

1. Begin by finding and reading a source that provides an authoritative introduction to the discussion taking place among experts related to your question.  Often the introductions to books or a review article in a peer-reviewed journal or CQ Researcher is an excellent place for you to begin.  This will introduce you to:

· The ongoing discussion among experts and authorities in this field

· The names of those experts or important voices/people, whom you can then track down to find out what they have to say (do an author search for books and also for articles).

· The positions/points of view/ideas/theories of the experts

· The key points of debate or discussion in this discussion/conversation

2. As you read each of these sources (and only read those portions of your sources that are relevant to your research question; usually it’s not necessary to read the entire book, etc.), write in another section in that same spiral notebook (you can separate by paperclips, if you like) about your own reactions/responses to what you are reading.  If you do this on a faithful basis, if only a brief entry every day, you will find that you are beginning to write the drafts of your paper here.

3. Take notes on your readings in that same spiral notebook.  Again, aim to be selective, not comprehensive.  This means take notes only on what pertains to answering your research question, not everything in the source.

4. Based on your readings and your responses to those readings, formulate your own position or answer to the research question.  This is your new and evolving thesis.

Note:  Don’t be surprised or alarmed if either or both your Research Question or your thesis changes.  They may and certainly the thesis should, as you learn more about your topic.

5. Come up with a roadmap or plan for your first/discovery draft.

6. Just Write It!
7. Turn your draft in and get some feedback on it from me (in conference the week of Thanksgiving and other conferences, if you like), from other class members in our Writers’ Workshop on November 16th  (and out of class, if necessary), and from the Writing Center.

8. Revise as needed and as many times as needed and time allows.

9. Proofread, looking especially for those grammar errors we have now identified as part of your writing pattern.

10.  Submit to me by 12 noon, Tuesday, December 5, 2006
11. Go home for vacation, sleep, and boogie.

Guidelines:  This paper should be 6-8 pages, double-spaced.



Use:

· A 12 point, Times New Roman font

· 1 inch margins

· A cover page which is not included in the page count

· A documentation system appropriate for the discipline of your discussion (e.g. APA for social science or MLA for a humanities approach to your topic)

· Works Cited or References page, also not included in the page count

· An academic, not journalistic or personal, voice

Although we will not be holding our regular class meeting during Reading Week or Final Week, I will be available to you by appointment.  Please call me at my office (491-4967) to arrange.

Reader response sheet: paper #3

English 105-6 (Herrick)

Insiders and Outsiders

Reader's name:

Date:

Writer's name

9. What is the issue or event related to this cultural group is the writer focusing on?

10. What is at stake in the interpretation of this issue or event?  What can be lost?  What can be won?

11. What is the writer’s position on this issue or event?  How do you know?  

4.  What is the thesis of this paper?  Where do you find it (page # and paragraph#)?  Is it a strong thesis according to our criteria from Writing Analytically?   If not, how might it be revised into a strong thesis?

5.  What are the writer’s key points she makes in developing and supporting her position?  

6. Do any of these points need more evidence to support them?  If so, which ones and what would convince you?

7.  How well does the writer do in impartially presenting opposing opinions?  Does the writer reply to and respond to each of these opposing positions as well as is possible?  What might be strengthened?

8. Where do you need some examples or illustrations to help you understand better?  (be specific)

9. Point out one thing you think is working well in the essay so far.

10.  Give one suggestion for improvement.
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Reflective Essay

Per our syllabus, your final assignment is:

“And, a short reflective essay, in which you draw some conclusions about yourself as a thinker and writer, based in large measure on your work in this seminar over the quarter (3-4 pages).”

You have a variety of choices for what you might do with this paper.  You may respond to one or more of our readings, or to a concept or theme that emerged in our readings, class discussions, or field trips.  It might be something you learned while doing research for one or more of your papers.  Or, it may be something you learned about yourself as a writer.  Whatever you choose to focus on, this short paper should represent your best writing of the quarter.  The content should be meaningful; assertions should be supported by evidence, reasoning, or authority; your discussion should be coherent; writing style should be clear and concise; and your paper should be carefully edited.  

Submit this final paper to me at my office (please put in the bin on my door, if I’m not there) or in my mailbox in the Writing Program office in Crowe Hall no later than 12 noon, Wednesday, December 12, 2007.

Any questions?

