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GUIDANCE FOR ASSIGNMENT THREE
GROUPS OF CASTLES
Choose one of the questions below:
1. Discuss and critically evaluate the forms of different donjons.  How should we best understand their development?
2. How do gatehouses change between AD1100 and AD1500?

3. Hugh Kennedy and Ronnie Ellenblum take very different approaches to understanding Crusader castles.  Which do you prefer?
4. What can study of the landscape around castles tell us of their role?
5. How useful is the analogy of castle as theatre?
6. What were tower-houses for?
Then, you need to do reading around your chosen question.  There is no compulsory reading for any of these questions (apart from question 3, obviously).  The more reading you do, the better your essay will be.
All these questions implicitly have a number of statements that should be added to them:
· ‘evaluate with reference to the evidence’

· ‘use case studies in your answer’

· ‘compare and contrast different views derived from your reading’
· ‘demonstrate a knowledge and understanding derived from wide reading’
· ‘give your own views, backed up with evidence’

Evidence can be:

a)archaeological/physical
b)documentary

c)pictorial/iconographic.
Most papers will have a combination of all three of these kinds of evidence.  I encourage you to use illustrations/plans as before.
An A-graded paper will be do all of this and more – most importantly, it will be original.  We will discuss in class what ‘originality’ is.

We will discuss questions 1 and 2 on Tuesday February 28th, and questions 3 and 4 on Thursday March 1st.  You should prepare a 8-minute summary of your paper to present on the appropriate date – please have at least one Powerpoint image to illustrate your comments.
Your paper should be no more than 2,000 words long.  Images and other illustrations can be used within reason.  The paper is due in no later than 12.00 pm on Tuesday March 6th (this is the very latest date the University will allow me to set the deadline).
